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""Your Business Connection""




Dear Chamber Member;

These are challenging times for most business people. Remember that when business is slowing, customers aren’t showing and dollars aren’t flowing, that’s the time you need to maximize the use of Your Grand Junction Area Chamber membership. Here are some reminders to help you not just survive, but to thrive. 

· Expose yourself!  Make sure your business flyers and brochures are available to new residents and visitors in the Chamber lobby.  
· Partner with the Chamber for some joint publicity.  Email us (shari@gjchamber.org) with a 50 word testimonial about why the Chamber is good for YOUR business and include a photo.  We will place it in our publications including the Daily Sentinel Page, the Chamber newsletter. 

· Publicize something new going on at your business…New products, new people, a fantastic sale.  Schedule a member posting in e-links, our weekly e-news publication that goes out to over 1400 business people.  
· Donate a prize for the Chamber Annual Banquet or other Chamber event

· Sponsor one of our many networking events.  Sponsorship opportunities start at $200 which is less than the cost of most advertising venues and it gets your name out to chamber members via a variety of communication methods from our newsletter to Chamber page.
· Get Out There! Your Chamber offers you many, many opportunities to meet other business people and build your reputation, build relationships and build your business. There truly is some sort of program for you – from Networking at Noon to Business After Hours to Leads Groups…
·  Save money.  Check out the Chamber’s Rocky Mountain Health Plans Insurance options for Chamber members.  We also offer a dental plan for small businesses and the option of belonging to a workers compensation group through Pinnacol Insurance that offers a 5% discount just for being a Chamber member.

· Plan, plan, plan. Now is the time to give thought to your business’ future. If business is a little slow now, then use this downtime to do long range planning and innovation. Need some advice? Check out the Business Tools section of the Chamber website, www.gjchamber.org or make an appointment for a free consultation with the business experts over at the Business Incubator.  
· Don’t Panic!  Keep in mind that all economic climates change, and we’ve been through downtimes before. Be thoughtful when making decisions, don’t jump to conclusions, keep a positive outlook and look for every advantage that may come your way. 

We are committed to helping businesses in the Grand Valley thrive in these tough times.  Let us know how we can help you.

Sincerely,
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Diane Schwenke
President/CEO
