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Hammer Memorial Scholarship Award 

Purpose: 
Established in honor of Russell J. “Rusty” Hammer, this award recognizes a chamber CEO 
who exemplifies professionalism and leadership potential in the industry. The recipient 
receives a full-tuition scholarship to the 3rd year of Academy, continuing Hammer’s 
legacy of advancing executive education. 

Eligibility: 

• Must be a full-time Chamber CEO. 

• Must be a W.A.C.E. member in good standing. 

• Must have successfully completed the 2nd year of Academy. 

• Must attend the annual W.A.C.E. Conference and be available for a finalist 
interview. 

• Must agree to enroll in the 3rd year of Academy (Aug. 4–7, 2024). 

Application Elements: 

• Application form and documentation of Academy participation. 

• Statement of leadership philosophy and career goals. 

• Record of accomplishments as a chamber CEO. 

Judging Criteria: 

• Demonstrated professionalism in leadership (30%) 

• Evidence of future leadership potential in the industry (30%) 

• Contributions to chamber operations and community (20%) 

• Commitment to professional development and lifelong learning (20%) 

 


